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SIN  OF  SEPA 

In  December,  1948,  Paul  Johnson,  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Pacific  Southwest  Regional  Office  of  the  A.F.S.C., 
wrote  the  first  of  this  series  of  two  articles  for  the 
Friends  Bulletin  on  prison  problems  as  they  relate 
to  Friends.  No  other  article  this  year  has  elicited  more 
response  or  inquiry  about  when  the  next  article  would 
be  forthcoming.  Paul  Johnson  would  be  eager  to  receive 
suggestions  and  comments  about  this  from  any  who  are 
interested.  (426  North  Raymond,  Pasadena  3,  California.) 

In  the  first  of  these  articles  I described  a personal 
chasm,  a sense  of  separateness  which  I believe  char- 
acterizes many  lawbreakers  and  prisoners  and  indi- 
cates the  effect  of  prison  life  upon  personality.  In 
this  brief  space  there  can  be  no  complete  discussion 
of  the  philosophy  of  crime,  punishment  and  re- 
generation. Such  a discussion  would  require  exam- 
ination of  our  system  of  property  and  profit  (threat 
to  which  causes  most  commitments);  of  our  devo- 
tion to  personal  comfort  and  ease  (which  imprisons 
those  who  violate  it) ; of  our  continued  trust  in 
"reform  by  punishment”  (in  spite  of  clearest  evi- 
dence disproving  it) ; of  the  effects  of  alcoholism, 
personal  failure  and  social  rejection.  I deliberately 
omit  these  and  recommend  to  Friends  two  very 
worthwhile  readings:  Arle  Brooks’  "We  the  Offend- 
ers,” which  is  available  through  the  Friends  Bul- 
letin at  25  cents,  and  "The  Crime  of  Punishment,” 
by  G.  B.  Shaw,  published  by  the  Philosophical 
Library,  1946. 

Let  us  concern  ourselves  with  the  specific  objec- 
tive of  examining  how  Friends  can  respond  to  the 
basic  psychological  condition,  "the  personal  chasm,” 
of  society’s  prisoners.  Friends  with  their  belief  in 
the  Light  in  each  human  being  have  in  this  con- 
cept a unique  contribution  to  make. 

Hence  we  are  not  primarily  concerned  here  with 
prison  conditions  and  their  improvement.  Friends 
and  others  have  been  and  remain  properly  con- 
cerned with  improving  prison  conditions.  And  in 
fact  prisons  have  vastly  improved  in  recent  years. 
Frank  Olmstead  of  the  War  Resisters  League,  who 
visited  the  Federal  Institution  at  Texarkana  in  1943, 
wrote  to  my  family  that  the  institution  was  "painted 
a soft,  disarming  green.”  Compared  with  a cen- 
tury ago  the  whole  prison  system  has  been  "painted 
a soft,  disarming  green,”  with  but  slight  diminish- 
ing of  our  willingness  to  imprison  our  fellows 
under  whatever  conditions. 

Recently  there  have  been  most  interesting  and 
important  advances  in  policy  and  purpose.  Model 
criminal  codes  now  in  effect  in  Wisconsin  and 
California  represent  giant  strides.  Great  hope  lies 
in  such  new  attitudes  as  have  been  expressed  in 
the  "Statement  of  Policy”  of  the  California  State 
Board  of  Prison  Directors: 


R A T I O N - I I 

"The  policy  of  the  California  State  Board  of  Prison 
Directors  is  based  upon  the  concept  that  there  can  be  no 
regeneration  except  in  freedom.  Rehabilitation,  therefore, 
must  come  from  within  the  individual  and  not  through 
coercion. 

"With  this  principle  in  mind,  the  rehabilitative  program 
of  the  State  Board  of  Prison  Directors  contemplates  not 
only  important  educational  and  vocational  factors,  but  also, 
by  and  through  classification  and  segregation,  a gradual 
release  from  custodial  restraint,  and  a corresponding  in- 
crease in  personal  responsibility  and  freedom  of  choice. 

The  implementation  of  such  a statement,  however, 
requires  a mobilization  of  trained  and  dedicated 
staffs,  aroused  public  interest,  and  vastly  increased 
public  appropriations.  The  California  Institution 
for  Men  at  Chino,  California,  is  an  advance  in  all 
these  respects  and  its  administration  would  go  much 
further  if  permitted. 

Finally  we  should  recognize  the  values  of  the 
work  of  such  agencies  as  the  Northern  California 
Service  League,  of  San  Francisco.  This  agency 
brings  together  support  and  direction  by  community 
agencies  and  the  trained  skills  of  a small  staff  of 
concerned  persons,  together  meeting  many  needs 
of  prisoners  and  accused  in  the  no-man’s  land  of 
our  inhuman,  often  depraved,  and  usually  vicious 
county  jail  system.  The  multiplying  of  such  agencies 
until  they  can  serve  every  city  and  county  jail  in 
the  land  would  be  a great  piece  of  human  con- 
servation. 

But  the  problem  of  the  personal  chasm,  the 
sense  of  separateness,  of  rejection  and  of  distance 
persists  through  all  these  reforms  and  will  persist, 
until  there  is  a widespread  growth  and  expression 
of  personal  concern  and  friendship  by  normally 
adjusted  persons  for  their  unfortunate  fellows.  This 
is  no  job  to  be  delegated  to  our  professional  staffs. 

It  cannot  be  performed  by  agencies,  committees, 
offices,  funds  or  foundations,  but  only  in  part  by 
each  person  who  will  humbly  take  what  he  has 
of  compassion  and  understanding,  and  persistently, 
unqualifiedly,  with  no  sense  of  condescension  or 
superiority,  offer  it  to  another  very  needy  human 
being. 

One  small  effort  to  do  this  was  begun  in  Pasa- 
dena in  January,  1947,  when  a volunteer  Prison 
Committee  was  formed  by  members  of  the  Southern 
California  A.F.S.C.  in  cooperation  with  the  staff 
of  the  California  Institution  for  Men  at  Chino.  The 
Committee’s  program  consisted  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a series  of  personal  relationships,  each  be- 
tween a single  member  of  the  Committee  and  an 
inmate  at  Chino.  Each  inmate  to  be  visited  was 
chosen  by  authorities  because  he  lacked  family  con- 
nections, friends,  or  correspondents.  He  was  told 
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CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Two  of  the  most  searching  hearings  of  non-registrants  in 
court  occurred  in  San  Francisco  when  Jo  Bob  Meyners, 
minister  of  the  Church  for  the  Fellowship  of  All  People, 
appeared  before  Judge  Louis  E.  Goodman  (1/7/49)  and 
Robert  Stirling  McInnes,  a ministeral  student, 
appeared  before  Judge  Michael  J.  Roche  (1/13/49). 
Allan  Hunter,  of  the  Mount  Hollywood  Congregational 
Church,  spoke  in  behalf  of  Meyners  who  had  been  an 
assistant  pastor  in  his  church  for  three  months.  Appearing 
for  McInnes  were  Alfred  Fisk,  Presbyterian  minister  and 
professor  of  philosophy  at  San  Francisco  State  College,  and 
Henry  Cadbury,  Chairman  of  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  which  recommended  McInnes  for  service  with 
the  Committee  abroad.  Both  men  were  sentenced  to  three 
months  in  the  county  jail  in  the  spirit  of  Judge  Good- 
man’s words  ".  . . without  any  personal  reflection  upon  the 
defendant,  without  any  desire  to  hurt  him  personally  or 
anyone  with  whom  he  is  associated,  with  his  family  or 
his  wife  . . 

Excellent  statements  were  made  by  both  defendants 
whose  pleas  of  nolo  contendere  were  accepted  and  the 
supporting  statements  of  their  supporters  were  carefully 
made.  The  following  quotation  is  from  Henry  Cadbury: 
"I  would  like  to  say  a few  words.  I am  Henry  J.  Cad- 
bury. I am  a Professor  of  Divinity  at  Harvard  University. 

I live  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  I speak,  however,  as 
Chairman  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  the 
service  organization  of  the  Society  of  Friends  called 
Quakers,  . . . 

"As  Chairman  of  that  committee,  I would  like  to 
call  your  attention,  sir,  that  this,  the  position  taken  by 
this  young  man  which  you  correctly  say  is  a violation  of 
the  law,  is  by  no  means  a position  unique  in  the  history 
of  social  advance.  If  you  ask  under  what  influences  young 
men  have  taken  such  a stand — and  I know  many  of  them 
— it  is  the  influence  of  a long  tradition,  the  tradition  of 
civil  disobedience  running  through  the  centuries  and 
marked  by  the  courage  and  bravery  of  men  of  many  lands 
and  many  cultures.  I myself  am  speaking  as  a member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  which,  for  three  hundred  years, 
has  taken  the  position  that  participation  in  war  in  any 
form  is  contrary  to  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  has  main- 
tained that  position  war  after  war,  nation  after  nation, 
resolutely.  The  law  recognizes  that  position.  It  makes 
provision  for  those,  if  I may  quote:  '.  . . who,  by 

religious  training  and  belief  are  opposed  to  participation 
in  war  of  any  form.’  When  that  opposition  shall  begin 
is  a matter  of  individual  opinion.  For  one,  it  begins  with 
actual  combat;  for  another  it  begins  with  the  donning  of 
a uniform;  for  a third — like  the  young  man  before  us — 
it  begins  with  registration. 

"The  Constitution  has  been  said  to  guarantee  religious 
freedom;  but  no  law  and  no  constitution  can  determine 
where,  for  the  individual,  religion  begins  and  the  demand 

of  conscience  begins. 

"And  so  this  young  man  stands  not  in  a generation 
apart  from  us,  sir,  but  in  accord  with  a tradition  far  older 
than  us.  Near  the  year  200,  an  Italian  wrote  a pamphlet 
on  ’The  Soldier’s  Cry’  in  which  a Christian,  like  so  many 
Christians  of  the  first  years,  took  the  identical  position, 
that  every  participation  in  war  was  wrong;  and  that  Chris- 
tian of  whom  the  pamphlet  tells,  took  his  stand  on  re- 
fusal to  wear  a garland,  a military  garland.” 


PINE  CONES 

California’s  lively  mail-order  book  cooperative,  Books 
Unlimited  (Three  Rivers,  California — the  last  we  have 
heard!)  has  issued  its  annual  report  and  made  some  im- 
portant policy  decisions.  Able  managers,  Stan  and  Marie 
Gould,  are  contemplating  with  the  Board  moving  to  the 
Bay  Area  where  they  can  profit  by  being  nearer  a major 
center  of  population.  In  spite  of  increases  in  postage 
rates  all  books  are  still  mailed  with  postage  prepaid — 
except  for  foreign  mailing.  All  people  who  can  read  or 
buy  a book  should  belong  to  this  co-op. 


CHRISTIANITY  AND  COMMUNISM 

When  Douglas  Steere  (Haverford  College,  Haver- 
ford,  Penna.)  was  in  southern  California  he  spoke  to  a 
small  group  at  Trabuco  College  at  which  time  he  reported 
the  holding  of  a conference  of  social  workers  at  Vehon- 
iemi,  Finland  in  June,  1948.  There  was  much  interest 
indicated  in  its  findings  and  there  follows  a brief  sum- 
mary of  his  remarks: 

"This  conference  is  held  in  a time  of  crisis  of  western 
culture ...  in  a time  of  revolution.  No  suggestion  is 
made  that  Christians  living  in  a state  of  capitalist  civiliza- 
tion are  superior  to  those  living  under  communism.  The 
present  revolution  is  to  no  small  extent  the  result  of 
Christian  apostasy,  i.e.  the  fact  that  Christians  have  been 
false  to  their  own  principles.  The  causes  of  this  apostasy: 

"1.  Private  property  system;  production  for  private 
profit;  disparity  of  rich  and  poor. 

"2.  Dullness  of  work  and  unconscious  unhappiness  of 
worker,  robbed  of  his  creative  spirit  by  methods  of  mass 
production,  thus  building  up  in  the  workers  an  uncon- 
scious well  of  hate  that  has  to  have  some  object. 

"3.  Loveless  character  of  present  day  community  organi- 
zation. The  responsibility  of  neighbours  for  each  other 
has  almost  completely  disappeared  in  urban  centers;  hence 
starvation  for  vital  sense  of  fellowship  among  men. 

"4.  Drabness  and  shallowness  of  emotional  life  between 
men  and  women,  women  and  their  children,  and  in 
family  life  in  general. 

”5.  National  provincialism  which  Christianity  has  done 
little  other  than  promote:  e.g.,  the  Pietist  movement  in 
Finland  was  the  backbone  of  the  Lapua  (supernational- 
istic)  movement. 

"6.  Racial  provincialism  which  Christianity  has  done 
little  to  dissolve. 

"7.  War — a form  of  Christian  apostasy  and  a betrayal 
of  the  way  in  which  Christ  taught  men  to  live  on  earth. 

"Because  of  this  Christian  apostasy,  the  present  revolu- 
tion is  upon  us.  These  hard  lumps  of  sin,  corporate  and 
personal,  have  come  up  into  our  body  and  Christianity  has 
been  incapable  of  dissolving  them.  Therefore  our  time 
knows  a great  and  powerful  movement  (Communism) 
which  provides  a compulsory  order,  which  provides  an 
alternative  to  Christianity  that  really  only  touches  1 & 6 
of  the  above  difficulties,  i.e.,  private  property  and  racial 
prejudice.  It  claims  to  do  away  with  war  but  so  far 
has  shown  no  sign  of  being  truly  serious  about  that. 
Instead  of  national  provincialism  there  is  an  imperial 
nationalistic  policy.  It  claims  to  release  emotional  life  of 
the  individual,  but  there  is  no  sign  yet  that  it  has  solved 
the  difficult  relations  between  men  and  women.  It  shows 
no  really  serious  sign  of  improving  the  loveless  community 
life  of  society.  There  the  mass  production  is  pushed  even 
further  than  in  capitalist  countries.  Therefore  while 
regarding  our  Christian  apostasy  as  responsible  for  the 
present  revolution,  communist  society  is  not  able  to  re- 
place the  Christian  way  of  life. 

"So  we  return  to  the  Christian  task  . . . What  is  needed 
for  a Christian  revolution?  I can  give  you  only  titles  of 
what  I meant  to  say  if  there  were  time. 

"1.  Break  through  the  shells  of  dogma,  forms  of  inter- 
church strife,  dead  industrial  life,  dead  family  life — re- 
leasing the  inner  flame. 

"2.  A personal  repentance  which  starts  on  ourselves.  Cf. 
Gandhi’s  prayers  and  fasts  keeping  him  humble  and 
simple. 

"3.  Centering  on  the  family,  always  holding  before  it- 
self the  vision  of  the  Holy  Family:  the  holy  things  of  life 
will  be  made  holy  again. 

"4.  Renew  society  by  caring  for  its  outcasts  in  a fresh 
way. 

"5.  Face  the  question  of  war,  if  not  for  society,  at  least 
for  the  individual. 

"6.  Without  belittling  the  state  or  politics,  it  will 
welcome  all  effective  means  of  redressing  social  injustice: 
it  will  never  lean  on  the  state  for  new  forces  of  life  that 
must  lead  the  way." 
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SHALL  I RAISE  MY  CHILD  TO  BE  A QUAKER? 


There  is  a certain  wry  humor  to  be  found  in  the 
commonly  occurring  phrases  . . he  came  from  a 
Quaker  background”  or  . . her  ancestors  were 
Quakers”.  One  meets  with  such  qualifying  descrip- 
tions with  surprising  frequency — much  oftener  than 
one  hears  "he  is  a son  of  Friends,  a grandson,  or 
a Friend  himself”.  Seemingly  many  people  brought 
up  in  Quaker  families  fail  to  be  personally  con- 
vinced of  the  value  of  Quaker  membership.  What- 
ever reasons  may  be  given  for  this  failure,  it  is 
certainly  not  due  to  the  lack  of  an  earnest  attempt 
by  parents  to  teach  their  children  to  become  Friends. 

In  some  of  our  meetings  the  number  of  con- 
vinced Friends  overbalances  the  number  of  birth- 
right Friends.  These  convinced  Friends  have  been 
Baptists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians  and  come 
from  a variety  of  other  denominations.  Again  I 
believe  that  the  parents  of  these  people  who  became 
Quakers  tried  to  bring  up  their  children  to  be  good 
Baptists,  Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians.  This 
failure  and  the  failure  of  Quaker  parents  is  not 
my  present  interest.  I am  trying  to  present  a statis- 
tical fact:  modern  Americans  tend  to  identify  them- 
selves with  that  variety  of  religion  which  most 
nearly  meets  their  needs-  regardless  of  early  train- 
ing. Whether  this  is  peculiar  to  our  times  or  is 
historically  a normal  development  is  also  interesting, 
but  not  pertinent  to  this  discussion. 

And,  finally,  many  of  us  Americans  are  now  not 
living  where  we  were  born  and  do  not  expect  to 
continue  living  in  our  present  neighborhood  to  the 
end  of  our  days.  Perhaps,  there  is  a causal  connec- 
tion between  change  in  religious  denomination  and 
change  in  residence.  At  least  it  can  be  said  that 
both  phenomena  frequently  occur  together. 

Now  if  these  observations  are  valid  it  seems  to 
me  that  there  is  little  certainty  that  my  children  will 
become  Friends  or  even  be  living  near  a Friends' 
meeting  when  they  establish  their  own  homes.  Their 
religious  education  must  be  for  a wider  world  than 
a Quaker  community  and  for  a lonelier  one  where 
their  only  religious  resources  may  be  in  themselves 
and  in  their  memories.  This  appears  to  me  to  be 
a job  of  considerable  importance  and  one  of  more 
concern  to  me  than  to  a series  of  first  day  school 
teachers. 

How  shall  I go  about  it?  In  the  first  place  I 
had  better  reconcile  myself  to  the  fact  that  my 
children  can  be  and  I hope  will  be  ardent  seekers 
after  the  Will  of  God  whether  they  are  Catholics, 
Protestants,  Theosophists  or  otherwise.  It  may  be 
difficult  to  make  that  adjustment,  particularly  when 
the  Discipline  of  Friends  seems  to  me  to  be  right 
and  reasonable.  Perhaps,  I can  find  in  that  Disci- 
pline ways  in  which  to  guide  my  children  to  a love 
of  God  and  to  an  eagerness  to  seek  His  Will  beyond 
the  provinces  of  denomination  or  sect.  If  that  love 
and  eagerness  can  be  germinated  into  life  it  is 
little  matter  what  name  my  child  attaches  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  expressed. 

As  my  children  reach  adolescence  I expect  them 
inevitably  to  reject  my  ways,  my  ideas,  my  goals 


and  indeed  everything  that  they  find  inadequate 
about  my  way  of  living.  Perhaps,  all  the  concepts 
I have  tried  to  teach  them  may  be  jettisoned:  all, 
that  is,  except  those  they  may  not  know  they  have. 
There  will  be  a remainder  and  I hope  that  residue  is 
a sort  which  will  be  a good  foundation  for  build- 
ing individual  religious  lives. 

Because  my  children  are  growing  up  in  an  en- 
vironment in  which  Christian  concepts  and  values 
are  ingrained,  they  should  have  some  basic  knowl- 
edge of  Christianity.  I would  rather  my  children 
had  an  unforgettable  knowledge  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  and  the  history  of  his  people  than  a fair 
knowledge  of  the  lives  of  many  religious  and  his- 
torical figures.  A knowledge  that  remains  after  an 
adolescent  has  rejected  the  virgin  birth,  the  resur- 
rection and  even  the  divinity  of  Jesus  is  a knowl- 
edge that  will  help  him  when  he  comes  to  say 
to  himself  "What  am  I living  for  anyway?”  It 
will  help  him  when  he  comes  to  ask  after  the  source 
of  goodness  which  he  sees  in  people  he  knows  and 
of  whom  he  has  heard. 

I hope  that  my  children  come  to  know  good 
people  intimately.  A friendship  with  a good  person 
is  of  more  worth  than  any  amount  of  teaching,  and, 
indeed,  there  may  be  no  other  way  in  which  to  teach 
the  worth  of  "goodness”.  One  needs  to  know  per- 
sonally those  who  would  rather  be  good  than  to 
be  famous,  rich,  powerful,  successful,  happy,  or 
even  healthy.  And  if  my  children  can  understand 
the  eternal  worth  of  being  good,  of  living  in  the 
Light,  then  it  matters  not  at  all  whether  they  be 
Quakers,  Catholics  or  Buddhists. 

Harry  Wright 


PEACE  AND  POLITICS 

On  Saturday,  March  19th,  1949  the  Southern  California 
Friends  Committee  on  Legislation  will  cooperate  with 
the  A.F.S.C.  in  holding  an  Institute  on  Legislation  in 
Whittier,  California  on  the  theme  "Peace  and  Politics”. 
Beginning  at  9:00  in  the  morning  for  registration  the 
Institute  will  convene  at  the  First  Friends  Church  in 
Whittier,  corner  of  Washington  and  Philadelphia  Streets 
to  hear  Assemblyman  Glenn  Anderson  and  Dr.  Howard 
J.  McMurray,  former  Congressman  from  Wisconsin  and 
present  professor  of  Political  Science  at  Occidental  Col- 
lege. Afternoon  and  evening  sessions  will  be  devoted  to 
work  sessions  on  making  the  individual  citizen  effective 
in  his  local  precinct. 

This  Institute  is  the  outgrowth  of  a meeting  of  repre- 
sentative southern  California  Friends  with  Raymond  Wil- 
son, November  7,  1948,  at  Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School 
where  it  was  decided  to  form  a permanent  Southern 
California  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation.  (464  East 
Walnut  Street,  Pasadena  4,  Calif.)  Officers  are  Roscoe 
Warren,  chairman,  and  Jean  Johnson,  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  In  addition  to  planning  this  Institute  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  steering  committee  of  the 
group  for  five  delegations  to  southern  California  Congress- 
men to  discuss  current  legislation,  delegations  -which 
actually  visited,  while  groundwork  was  laid  for  future 
visits  from  the  other  seven  districts  in  this  area. 

NOTICE 

The  Southern  California  Friends  Fellowship  will  meet 
in  regular  quarterly  session  on  Saturday,  March  12,  with 
Claremont  Friends  at  the  Community  Church.  The  open- 
ing session  will  be  at  4:00  in  the  afternoon,  basket  sup- 
per and  an  evening  session  at  7:00. 
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SHANGHAI,  CHINA 

Each  copy  of  the  December  issue  of  the  China  News 
Letter  (Friends  Centre,  Room  507,  169  Yuan  Ming  Rd., 
Shanghai)  bore  Chinese  characters  painted  by  boys  and 
girls  of  the  Friends  Receiving  Home  for  Children  in 
Shanghai.  Personnel  changes  in  the  Meeting  are  pleasantly 
reported:  "In  the  last  two  months  three  very  important 
Shanghailanders  have  felt  the  urge  to  emigrate,  and  taking 
with  them  a creditable  amount  of  tungsbi  and  a couple 
of  parents  apiece  they  have  sailed  away  from  the  city  of 
their  birth.  We  refer  to  Thomas  Warrington,  Franna 
Ruddell  and  Laurel  Hoskins  . . . We  miss  them  all 
and  especially  their  parents,  Don  and  Dorothy  War- 
ington,  Dick  and  Jo-Marie  Ruddell  and  Lewis  and 
Lois  Hoskins.  Don  and  Dick  were  F.S.U.  Finance  Office 
and  Shanghai  Agent,  respectively,  while  Jo-Marie  has  been 
a moving  spirit  in  most  Centre  activities  for  many  months 
past.  Her  work  with  students  and  with  the  Japanese  com- 
munity was  especially  valuable,  and  her  gaiety  and 
enthusiasm  were  infectious.  Lois  was  our  Warden,  and 
her  gentle  presence  is  greatly  missed  among  us,  while 
Lewis,  F.S.U.  Chairman,  was  also  a pillar  of  the  Centre, 
and  one  who  contributed  much  to  our  thinking  and  dis- 
cussions . . . 

"And  Hails!  We  welcome  Saburo  and  Tayeko  Yaman- 
ouchi  to  membership  of  the  Society — they  have  long 
been  so  close  to  us  in  spirit  and  in  service  that  this  may 
seem  almost  a formality.  We  are  rather  ashamed  that  we 
have  hidden  our  light  so  carefully  under  a bushel  that 
it  has  taken  Ling  Tao  Hsin,  who  worked  with  Harry 
Silcock  in  Chungking  for  three  years  on  Bible  readings 
and  Vesper  services,  about  two  years  to  find  us  out,  but 
we  are  glad  to  have  among  us  a member  so  keenly  inter- 
ested in  translation  work  and  the  interpreting  of  Quaker 
thought  to  non-English  speaking  Chinese.  Richard 
Cooper  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  who  have  come 
down  from  the  Language  School  at  Peiping,  will  be 
welcome  additions  to  our  depleted  numbers.  (Richard 
Cooper  is  a Secretary  of  the  national  Y.M.C.A. ) Our 
Meeting  has  recently  been  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of 
four  Friends  to  work  at  the  Unit  Headquarters  here:  . . . 
Frank  Miles,  the  new  Chairman,  who  has  only  recently 
returned  from  a period  of  service  in  Communist  territory; 
Robfrt  Crauder  and  Jack  Gerson,  Finance  Officers, 
and  Bert  King,  the  new  Shanghai  Agent.  We  were  most 
disappointed  that  we  could  not  say  "Hullo"  in  person  to 
Marian  Hughes  of  Leicester,  England  who  reached  Hong- 
kong last  week,  as  after  much  deliberation  it  was  decided 
that  she  should  fly  direct  to  Chungking.  Marian  is  a 
teacher,  and  has  come  out  to  work  with  the  Friends  Ser- 
vice Council  in  West  China.  She  has  just  completed  a 
year's  course  at  Lower  Kingsmead,  the  Quaker  training 
college  for  service  overseas,  where  Dr.  Du  Swen  Fu, 
Bert  King  and  Margaret  Perry  were  among  her  fellow 
students.  After  a year’s  language  study  at  Chengtu  she 
will  join  Rose  Tebbutt  at  Santai.  We  all  send  our 
warmest  good  wishes  for  the  future." 


SANTA  MONICA 

The  Santa  Monica  Meeting  now  meets  each  Sunday 
morning  at  10:30  in  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church, 
19th  and  Arizona,  Santa  Monica.  A child  care  program 
is  now  being  provided  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  develop 
into  a more  definite  program  of  religious  education. 


ONE  GREAT  HOUR 

Clarence  E.  Pickett  (American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee, 20  S.  1 2th  St.,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.)  writes:  "On 
Saturday  evening,  March  26,  1949,  between  8:00  and 
9:00  p.m.  E.S.T.,  there  will  be  broadcast  one  of  the 
greatest  single  programs  in  the  history  of  radio,  called 
"One  Great  Hour”  . . . over  every  one  of  the  1092  sta- 
tions on  the  four  major  networks — CBS,  NBC,  ABC, 
Mutual — plus  hundreds  of  non-network  stations  . . . 

Initiated  by  Church  World  Service  ...  it  is  designed 
specifically  to  lay  the  needs  of  the  world  on  the  hearts 


of  the  American  people  and  to  raise  more  than  $10  mil- 
lion for  world  relief  in  various  places  of  worship  through- 
out America  on  Sunday,  March  27,  1949,  the  Sunday 
immediately  following  the  broadcast.” 

Speakers,  whom  Clarence  mentions,  are  President  Tru- 
man, General  Clay  from  Germany  and  General  Mac- 
Arthur  from  Japan  while  professional  talent  will  pre- 
sent graphic  dramatizations  of  overseas  needs. 

"Friends  and  Meetings  and  First  Day  Schools”,  writes 
Clarence  Pickett,  "which  find  it  possible  to  plan  financial 
participation  on  First  Day,  March  27th,  should  send  their 
contributions  to  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
through  local  and  yearly  Meeting  Treasurers  so  that  their 
Meetings  may  be  given  due  credit.” 


BERKELEY 

A well  written  annual  report  of  the  Berkeley  Monthly 
Meeting  has  been  written  and  circulated  by  the  Clerk, 
Anna  James.  A copy  of  this  is  available  from  the  office 
of  the  Friends  Bulletin  or  by  writing  to  the  Clerk, 
670  San  Luis  Road,  Berkeley,  California.  Members  have 
been  looking  forward  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  new 
Quarterly  Meeting  which  was  held  at  Berkeley  Meeting 
House  on  February  5th. 

* * * 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  has  been 
approved  and  is  in  part,  as  follows:  Clerk,  Anna  James, 
Ass’t.  Clerk,  Florence  Conard,  Recording  Clerk,  Audry 
Evans,  Treasurer,  Otto  Heck,  Oeverseers:  William 

James,  Joseph  Conard,  Mary  Jorgensen,  Virg'nia 
Heck  . . . The  excellent  custom  of  having  a monthly 
open  house  in  homes  of  the  members  is  continued  on 
March  5 at  the  home  of  Hachiro  Yuasa,  6611  Tremont, 
Oakland,  at  8:00  p.  m.  . . . Ann  Guldbrandsen  is 
starting  nursing  training  in  Vancouver,  B.C. 

PALO  ALTO 

Charles  Pentler  and  Mary  Hansen  were  appointed 
representatives  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  in  Berkeley . . . 
The  special  committee  to  have  charge  of  A.F.S.C.  meetings 
in  Palo  Alto  every  other  month  includes:  Minerva 

Skelton,  chairman,  Mildred  Thierman,  and  Lafayette 
Noda  . . . D.  Elton  Trueblood,  former  chaplain  of 
Stanford  University  will  visit  Palo  Alto  meeting  on  March 
6 with  his  wife,  Pauline,  for  a breakfast  (9:00)  and 
period  of  worship  after  which  all  will  attend  services  at 
the  University  at  which  he  will  preach  . . . Palo  Alto 
Meeting  is  cooperating  with  other  community  organiza- 
tions to  sponsor  an  exhibit  of  Portraits  of  Distinguished 
Negro  Americans  at  the  Jordan  Junior  High  School. 


STOCKTON  FRIENDS  MEETING 

The  Stockton  Friends  group  held  its  first  monthly  meet- 
ing for  business  on  Sunday  2/13/49,  with  seventeen  adults 
and  seven  children  present.  Officers  named  were  Cath- 
erine Bruner,  Clerk,  (945  N.  Center,  Stockton),  Walt 
A.  Raitt,  Recorder  and  correspondent,  (Anderson  "Y” 
Center,  College  of  the  Pacific,  Stockton),  Russell  Friend, 
Treasurer,  (31  East  Barrymore,  Stockton),  Esther  Friend, 
Hospitality  Chairman  (3T  East  Barrymore,  Stockton), 
Mary  Raitt,  Sewing  Chairman,  (3588  N.  Marine, 
Stockton) . 

The  second  Sunday  was  scheduled  as  the  regular  time 
for  monthly  meeting.  On  that  morning  the  meeting  for 
worship  begins  at  9:30  followed  by  the  meeting  for 
business  at  10:15.  The  group  remains  for  a pot-luck 
luncheon. 

Mary  Raitt  and  Catherine  Bruner  have  been  active  in 
helping  to  set  up  a sewing  center  for  Stockton  which 
collects  clothes  for  local  and  overseas  relief,  a portion  of 
which  is  sent  through  A.F.S.C.  channels.  Thursday  is 
sewing  day  at  the  center  located  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Both  of  these  members  are  also  active  in 
the  W.I.L.  chapter  newly  organized  in  Stockton. 

On  Sunday,  2/5/49,  the  Meeting  was  represented  at  the 
College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  held  in  Berkeley.  Sylvia 
Osman  and  the  Raitt  family  attended. 
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SIN  OF  SEPARATION— II  (From  page  i.) 

of  the  possibility  of  a personal  friendship  and  ex- 
pressed his  approval  of  the  idea  before  being 
approached  by  the  committee  member.  The  Com- 
mittee knew  the  age,  interests  and  other  pertinent 
facts  about  the  inmate  and  on  this  basis  made  the 
best  possible  selection  of  a committee  member  for 
each  inmate.  Contacts  were  established  through 
correspondence  and  by  visits,  through  the  normal 
structure  of  institutional  regulations.  Committee 
members  were  encouraged  to  visit  as  family  units, 
where  possible,  in  order  to  develop  as  many-sided 
and  natural  a relationship  as  possible,  but  in  each 
case  the  relationship  grew  in  accordance  with  the 
individual  desires  of  the  visitants,  and  resulted  in 
a wide  divergence  of  frequency,  length,  etc.  From 
time  to  time  a committee  member  has  been  able  to 
arrange  for  picnic  lunches  or  small  gifts  contrib- 
uting to  personal  comfort,  but  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  emphasize  the  growth  and  benefit  of  a 
personal  friendship  and  to  minimize  material  ex- 
change. More  than  one  inmate,  however,  has 
brought  about  a genuine  exchange  with  some  small 
gift  from  the  Institution’s  hobby  shop. 

The  Institution  staff  has  frequently  emphasized 
the  danger  of  expecting  too  much  visible  success  in 
these  relationships.  The  inmates  chosen  are  in  one 
sense  the  most  difficult,  for  the  very  reason  that 
each  represents  "the  personal  chasm’’  problem  in  a 
most  aggravated  form.  One  early  visitant  was  an 
immature  21-year-old,  most  of  whose  life  has  been 
spent  in  institutions — orphan,  training,  delinquent, 
and  penal;  another  had  been  totally  rejected  by  his 
family  in  addition  to  having  had  to  contend  with  a 
long,  unhappy  and  unsuccessful  Army  stint. 

The  program  is  less  than  two  years  old  and  in- 
cludes about  fifteen  active  committee  members,  who 
have  visited  some  twenty  inmates  over  periods  that 
average  about  six  months.  Terms  at  Chino  are  not 
long,  and  since  for  administrative  reasons  it  is  not 
always  possible  to  establish  relationships  at  the 
beginning  of  each  term,  the  Committee  regrets 
that  its  individual  associations  do  not  cover  longer 
periods  of  time.  The  Committee  meets  monthly, 
usually  with  an  Institution  staff  member,  to  dis- 
cuss problems  and  experiences  and  to  plan  for  in- 
creased effectiveness  and  possible  expansion  of  the 
project.  Since  face-to-face  relationships  both  with 
the  inmates  and  among  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  the  essence  of  the  project,  it  is  believed 
that  the  optimum  number  for  the  committee  is  about 
twenty,  and  if  further  growth  is  indicated  it  is  felt 
best  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  other  similar 
committees,  whose  members  live  close  enough  to- 
gether to  permit  the  same  frequent  meetings.  If 
several  such  committees  existed  in  an  area  they 
might  benefit  by  sharing  the  time  of  a staff  member. 

The  building  of  sound  human  relations  is  not 
easy.  Under  such  unnatural  conditions  as  exist  with- 
in the  institutional  visiting  framework,  it  is  difficult 
to  estimate  any  degree  of  success  which  is  achieved. 
But  the  problems  rapidly  mount  when,  after  parole 
or  release  has  been  realized,  the  former  visitants 
try  to  build  a stable  relationship.  Somewhat  to  the 


Committee’s  surprise,  a tendency  has  developed  for 
the  inmate  to  seek  parole  either  for  purposes  sug- 
gested by  the  character  or  occupation  of  the  Com- 
mittee member,  or  simply  to  the  friend’s  home 
community  itself.  One  inmate  decided  upon  a col- 
lege career,  and  chose  the  leading  social  college  of 
the  area,  located  in  his  friend’s  home  community. 
This  has  been  an  unexpected  challenge,  to  which  we 
have  not  always  risen  successfully.  We  must  number 
among  our  conspicuous  failures,  for  instance,  the 
man  who,  paroled  to  Pasadena,  fell  among  ill  habits 
and  companions,  was  accused  of  further  crimes, 
demonstrated  seriously  undesirable  personal  stand- 
ards, and  was  cast  off  by  his  friend.  In  view  of 
all  the  factors,  it  would  probably  be  unreasonable 
to  accuse  ourselves  of  failure  merely  because  the 
friendship  program  has  not  consistently  prevented 
further  law  violations  and  reincarceration.  We  are 
dealing  with  an  unmeasurable  human  equation, 
wherein  we  should  expect  only  that  we  may  grow 
continually  toward  greater  belief  in  and  recogni- 
tion of  the  qualities  of  human  worth. 

In  this  committee  program  is  a pattern,  almost 
infinitely  elastic  to  meet  existing  conditions,  which 
any  small  group  of  concerned  Friends  may  adapt  to 
its  own  needs.  One  requisite  is  the  existence  of  a 
nearby  institution  whose  staff  is  willing  to  exper- 
iment with  a new  and  time-consuming  technique. 
Perhaps  most  important  is  the  ability  and  willing- 
ness of  Friends  to  continue  to  try  to  rebuild  human 
relationships  out  of  unpromising  material.  Persist- 
ently reaching  out,  never  drawing  back,  Friends 
will  be  giving  objective  form  to  that  faith  in  un- 
qualified and  purposeful  friendship  which  may  be 
the  most  effective  and  redemptive  cure  for  our 
sin  of  separation. 

Paul  B.  Johnson 


SOUTHWEST  INDIAN  CONFERENCE 

Ferner  Nuhn  (6 05  E.  4,  Tucson,  Arizona)  has  sent 

the  announcement  of  the  Southwest  Indian  Conference, 

presented  by  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians 
and  sponsored  by  the  A.F.S.C.  and  The  Fellowship  of 

Reconciliation.  The  sessions  will  be  held  in  the  Y.W.C.A. 
Building,  234  West  Monroe  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  on  April 
;,  6 and  7.  Speakers  will  be  Indians  with  representatives 
coming  from  four  states  and  over  fifteen  tribes.  This  is 
the  excellent  conference  which  was  begun  last  year  and 
in  whose  original  planning  Arizona  Friends  had  so  much 
to  do.  Topics  will  include  health,  education,  legal  ques- 
tions, economics,  veterans’  problems,  and  the  question  of 
the  Indians’  plan  for  withdrawal  of  federal  supervision. 


Births: 

Karl  Steven,  1/29/49,  to  Margery  and  George 
Leavitt,  2440  Russell  Street,  Berkeley,  California. 

Leyton  Endicott,  1/9/49,  to  Margaret  and  Ellis 
Jump,  2889  N.E.  Edgehill  Place,  Portland  12, 
Oregon. 

Deaths: 

Sylvester  Jones,  (2/6/1S75 — 1/22/1949)  died 
from  heart  attack  in  Chicago.  Author  ( Not  By 
Might),  pastor  and  missionary  to  Cuba,  member 
of  57th  Street  Meeting  in  Chicago.  Survived  by 
his  wife,  May,  three  children,  Robert,  Wilfred 
and  Louis,  and  six  grandchildren. 

Priscilla  Gallagher,  (2/5/49).  Member  of 
Berkeley  Meeting.  Services  were  held  at  home 
of  son,  James  Gallagher,  in  Sacramento  where 
she  had  been  living. 
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THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Phillip  Wells,  chairman, 

Eubanks  Carsner,  Russell  Freeman,  Ruth  Jen- 
sen, Dorothy  Lash,  William  Wardlaw.  Editor, 
Edwin  Sanders. 

All  subscriptions  and  correspondence  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  Friends  Bulletin,  714  W.  California  St., 
Pasadena  2,  Calif. 

Subscription:  "at  least  a dollar” 

PACIFIC  COAST  ASSOCIATION  OF 
FRIENDS  and  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Clerk:  Benjamin  Darling,  11724  Exeter,  N.E., 
Seattle  55,  Washington.  Recording  Clerk,  Otto 
Frey;  Reading  Clerk,  Alice  Shoemaker;  Treas- 
urer, Robert  Simkin,  1032  West  36th  Street,  Los 
Angeles  7,  Calif.;  Secretary,  Beatrice  Shipley, 
4608  Kingswell,  Los  Angeles  27,  Calif. 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

Eric  W.  Johnson,  (The  Cottage,  Friends’  Central 
School,  Philadelphia  31,  Pa.)  writes:  ''.  . . I applaud  the 
ideas  expressed  by  Tom  Hunt  in  his  ’Are  Friends  World 
Citizens?’  in  the  February  issue  of  the  Bulletin.  A 
good  first  step  is  for  your  readers  to  join  the  United 
World  Federalists.  It’s  the  most  practical  way  to  harness 
one’s  sweetness  and  light.” 

* * * 

Harlan  McCallum  (1102  Herald,  Redlands,  Calif,) 
writes  that  he  recently  ",  . . discovered  an  interesting  pro- 
ject near  Colton  (California) — a Hachelutz  Farm,  where 
young  Jewish  people  are  training  for  work  on  the  co- 
operative farms  in  Palestine.  A friend  of  mine  and  I 
were  greeted  very  warmly  by  these  young  people”.  We 
can  hope  for  a future  description  of  the  program  of 
work  and  training  which  goes  on  here. 

* * * 

In  the  Riverside  Enterprise  for  January  30,  1949,  there 

appeared  an  excellent  article  entitled  "Joe  Rawson’s  Herb 
Room  Provides  Spices  for  Southland  Restaurants”.  The 
article  was  written  by  Ed  Ritter,  815  W.  7th,  Corona, 
Calif.,  former  CPS  man,  now  the  successful  teacher  of 
journalism  in  the  Corona  High  School,  and  contributor 
to  national  magazines.  The  Rawson  family  (R.F.D.  2, 
Box  A263,  Arlington  Calif.)  is  well  known  to  Friends 
in  southern  California. 

* * * 

Recently  Mary  Wildman  wrote  that  she  had  moved  to 
Vallejo  to  the  Kabat-Kaiser  Institute  for  Neuromuscular 
Rehabilitation  for  physiotherapy,  etc.,  for  paralysis. 


Douglas  and  Cleo  Str.ain  (4635  S.E.  Hawthorne, 
Portland  15,  Oregon)  have  just  moved  from  Alhambra  to 
Portland  where  they  hope  to  work  with  the  Hungerfords 
and  Gages  in  the  F.O.R.  and  to  be  in  the  Portland  Co-op, 
which  is  closely  related  to  the  Pacific  Supply  Wholesale. 
❖ * ❖ 

Oscar  Montien  (International  Dairy  Supply  Co.,  Kobe 
Base  Headquarters,  A.P.O.  No.  317,  Postmaster,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.)  has  recently  gone  to  Japan  to  work  with 
the  above  company  which  imports  powdered  milk  to  Japan 
from  the  U.S.,  where  it  is  reconstituted  and  bottled. 
Operations  just  started  about  Christmas  time.  Margaret 
Fawcett  Montien,  his  wife,  writes:  "As  soon  as  red 
tape  permits  I will  join  him  . . . right  now  Oscar  is 
staying  in  army  quarters  . . . There  is  a Friends’  Meet- 
ing in  Osaka,  which  is  quite  near  Kobe,  and  the  clerk  of 
the  Japan  Friends  Meeting  [Yearly  Meeting]  lives  in 
Osaka.  I have  met  the  Recording  Clerk  of  Japan  Y.M., 
who  is  spending  the  year  at  Pendle  Hill.” 

^ ^ 

In  San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif.,  Dave  and  Dorothy  Cook 
(623  Caudill  Street)  write:  ”Our  problem  here  is  one 
of  isolation,  it  seems — or,  perhaps,  of  convincing  our 
friends  and  Friends  they  should  occasionally  take  the 
Coast  Route  instead ! . . . My  school  work  [State  Col- 
lege] is  a heavy  load,  part  teaching  and  part  admin- 
istrative with  all  the  problems  of  a rapidly  growing  insti- 
tution. The  faculty  has  doubled  in  size  in  two  years  . . . 
It  is  my  hope  that  eventually  a meeting  for  worship  may 
be  started  . . .” 

A new  subscriber  to  the  Friends  Bulletin,  Henry 
I.  Colburn,  (644  N.  Oakland  Ave.,  Pasadena  4,  Calif.) 
writes  of  a most  interesting  combination  of  avocational 
activities  with  alcoholics  and  the  use  of  Sharman’s  studies. 
He  writes:  ".  . . have  attended  two  thirty-day  sessions  of 
the  Sequoia  Seminar  on  the  stuly  of  Jesus  as  Teacher  by 
H.  B.  Sharman  and  led  by  Harry  Rathbun  of  Stanford. 
Because  of  this  background  I feel  better  qualified  for  work 
with  alcoholics  than  in  any  other  capacity.  Florence 
[Henry’s  wife]  and  I have  a small  study  group  on  Jesus 
as  Teacher  which  meets  at  our  home  every  Wednesday 
evening  and  to  which  we  would  welcome  additional 
members.” 


WHICH  ROAD  TO  PEACE? 

The  recently  published  pamphlet,  "Which  Road  to 
Peace?”,  has  been  called  to  our  attention  by  Emily 
P.  Longstreth  and  Doris  Stanislawski,  both  members 
of  the  American  Peace  Terms  Committee,  which  is  re- 
sponsible for  its  publication.  Written  by  Dorothy  Hutch- 
inson it  is  a clearly  stated  four-point  program  to  appeal 
to  the  people  of  the  U.S.  and  of  Russia  to  better  their 
relations.  Copies  may  be  had  from  Emily  Longstreth, 
140  North  15th  St.,  Philadelphia  2,  Penna. 
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